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Therearecurrentlythree hi st ori cal radar al t i met er dat a sct s,
GROS 3, SEASAT and Gl ¢ OSAT and two on - ¢going ml ss 1 ons , namel Yy ERS -- 1
and 10rEX/ POSEI DON . In the md anti late ‘90s, f ollow - on missions
are under st udy or p] anned f or GHOSAT, KRS -1 and TOPEX /| POSEI DON .
Scientists will need to use al 1 the correspondi ng dat a sets
toget her to get t i me and spatial coverage requi red by geophysi cal -
Joceanographl ¢ st udi €s . However, oxi st 1 ng Geophysi cal Dat a Record

(GDR) data set. contai n di ff erent f ormats , ephemeri des , and
i nst rumental and envi ronmental correct. 1 ONS . W want. t 0 begin an
al t imet er forum devoted to the dat a homogenei t y probl em Get. t. i ng
homog enei ty for these dat a1 s a scient 1 f i1 ¢ and a techni ¢gl
probhl em On one hand, scientific issues i ncl ude questions of
i nput. data, nodel s ant] al gorithms to comput € orbi ts, envi ronmental
and gecophysi cal correct 1 ons . Do we need t 0 regenerate orbi t s with

a seri es of st andard constants, model S and al gori thms? Do we need
to use st andard model S or ot her sensors t 0 produce correct i ons?
Definitely, the answers are posi tive to faci l it ate the study of
t he eve).1 uti onof t he ocean at mult i yeart i me scales .  On the ot her
hand , techni cal aspects wi 11 be revi ewed : def i nit i on of a common
uni t syst em, common ref erence f rames, and common format S . PO. DAAC
and AVI SO have al ready demons tra ted the abi lityto produce a
merged TOPEX/ POSE]I DON GDR product . Bot h act i ve a rchi ve centers
propoSe L obef ocuspoint. s to gather requi rements f or al timet er
dat a homogenei ty and t o organi ze act 3 o0nS | n order to sol ve the
correspondi ng probl ems .
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